understanding of ethics is seen to be of practical significance and importance to those who consume and provide health care in the 21st century -hence Clinical Ethics.
This journal is about taking ethics to the coalface and providing practitioners and service-users, as well as interested academics, with material that they can use in an everyday setting. To be relevant and useful, it is important that ethical insights are underpinned by an accurate and appropriately detailed understanding of social and legal context, structural realities and current clinical practice. With this in mind, we are committed to publishing papers which pay due regard to the context within which ethical issues arise.
We would like to take the opportunity in this first editorial to introduce some of the novel elements of the journal, and the people who have helped us in the task of producing this and future issues.
We are delighted that our first guest editorial has been written by Emeritus Professor Ken Mason, whose decades of involvement in the fields of medical law and medical ethics allow him a unique perspective on the development of medical ethics and the place of clinical ethics in modern clinical practice. As a qualified doctor who came to the law later in life, Ken Mason's work has always provided a model for those of us convinced by the idea that theory should be informed by practice, just as practice should be based on sound theory. We feel he has captured the essence of the journal remarkably well in the course of his reflections.
Case studies have long been used to illustrate ethical issues in a clinical context, but they are not without their problems. Dr Heather Draper will be editing the section of the journal dedicated to this interesting area. As an experienced teacher, researcher and ethics committee member, she is well placed to share her experience of the advantages and pitfalls involved in the use of case study material. In this issue she has provided a detailed, and very useful, critique on the use of case studies. She has also drawn up a draft policy document on the use of case studies in the journal, which we are considering adopting. Readers are invited to contact us with comments on the draft policy. Perhaps the most exciting element of this section of the journal is the virtual ethics committee, the members of which will comment on a case study in each issue. We are very grateful to our virtual committee members and to Heather for her hard work in 'chairing' the committee.
As part of our commitment to publish papers that are of practical use to busy practitioners, each issue of Clinical Ethics will feature a Five Minute Focus on a complex ethical issue. This section of the journal is produced by Dr Anne-Marie Slowther, who will be known Welcome to the first issue of Clinical Ethics. At this early stage we cannot gauge with accuracy exactly who will be reading this and other sections of the journal, but our hope is that our readership will be as broad as our range of contributors. Although, like many, we see the roots of health care ethics as firmly situated within the academic discipline of philosophy, we are committed to the view that it has become a genuinely cross-disciplinary enterprise. What is more, interest in the subject has clearly expanded beyond the purely academic realm, such that an to many through her work with the Clinical Ethics Network. A practitioner, researcher and teacher, Anne is uniquely qualified to judge what a busy clinician needs and has designed these pieces to be read in a few moments. Each Five Minute Focus will contain key arguments, salient references, further reading, professional guidance and summary points. The Five Minute Focus in this first issue is on Medical Futility and Do Not Attempt Resuscitation Orders. We have mapped out some future topics, but would be delighted to receive suggestions from readers.
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Clinical Ethics will also feature a discrete section on Public Policy and Law, edited by Dr Sara Fovargue and Professor Margaret Brazier. Sara and Margot have worked tirelessly to attract some excellent legal scholars to write for us, and in this issue Dr José Miola gives a succinct introduction to the relationship between medical law and medical ethics. Sara and Margot have also produced an excellent introduction to the Human Tissue Act, which is published alongside Dr Julian Sheather's equally succinct and accessible piece on the Mental Capacity Act. We hope that the presence of Julian's piece will mark the beginning of a productive partnership with our colleagues at the British Medical Association.
Dr Clare Williams is a medical sociologist specialising in the social scientific study of bioethics, and in this issue she introduces her section on Empirical Ethics. Clare's remit is to attract papers from those who are involved in researching within a health care setting and those who can offer useful insights into the ethical issues relating to the research process. This section will also welcome papers on empirical research on ethical issues. We are delighted that Clare has invited Professor Andrew Webster to outline what he sees as the changing context for social scientific research relating to health care and biomedicine. We are also pleased to include our first international contributor in this section, as Klaus Hoeyer and his colleagues in Denmark present an interesting analysis of ethical conflicts encountered during the social study of clinical research.
Last, but certainly not least, we have included three original papers which reflect the eclectic nature of the journal and the importance of a practical and intellectual mix. Dr Stephen Wilkinson's elegant and thoughtful paper looks at eugenics, embryo selection and the equal value principle. Professor Jonathan Glover talks about ethical issues relating to withholding and withdrawal of treatment in a neonatal and paediatric context (this piece is in fact a lecture Jonathan originally delivered at Great Ormond Street Hospital, and we are very grateful to Great Ormond Street for their permission to publish). Finally, Eleanor Updale -one of our virtual ethics committee members and lay member of a real clinical ethics committee -discusses the challenge of lay membership on clinical ethics committees.
We hope you will find this journal to be suited to your needs and interests, whatever background you come from. We wish to thank our colleagues at the RSM for their support and flexibility, and we wish to thank our colleagues on the Editorial Committee and Editorial Advisory Board for the huge contribution they have already made and their continued commitment to this exciting project.
